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Women with a
bigger bosom

now have a

bigger choice

with a new
brand of
swimwear
made in
Hastings,
writes Kate
Newton.
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.. Hairdressing (Salon Support) plus credits towards the full
| national qualification.

Want to be Creative

National Certificate in Hairdressing Practice (Year )
Expand your creative talents in style in our superb
simulated salon facilities. Gain your National Certificate in

Starts 4 February and 21 |uly. /year full-time,
National Certificate in Hairdressing Practice (Year 2)
Get additional knowledge and skills which will enhance

employment prospects or for those wishing to upgrade their
hairdressing qualifications.

Starts 4 February. /year full-time.

Certificate in Barber Styling

Become specialised in specific barbering techniques, and
the art of wet shaving. Part-time courses will be offered to
those already in the industry.

Starts 4 February. 20 weeks part-time.

VKA77194H

Call for more information 0800 22 55 348
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a big bust, without compromising on all-important sex appeal

2 T wwevnnemy un an-important sex appeal

But walk into any swimwear store and
these bigger busted women are stuck for

Up until now that is.

Anew range of swimwear for women with “big
boobs” is being manufactured in Hastings and
sold online across the world.

The creator of the new Sonsie Swimwear is

Smith, who was born and raised in
Hawke's Bay but now lives in Wellington.

urveys show more than 40 per cent of
S Wwomen have a bra size bigger than a D cup.
choice.

New Spring & Summer Style

size 36-42, made in Spain for Molly N Shoes
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After years of frustration trying to buy

swimwear that would fit and flatter her own figure

she set about designing her own.

“AllTwanted was swimwear that felt and
looked as good as what smaller women could buy,
so_iéa the end Ijust had to make it myself,” Maree
said.

“Research was done, design and manu-
facturing were overcome, and now we
have Sonsie swimwear.”

From the start Maree knew Sonsie had to bea
web-based business.

“Many people consider it an 1 1b
model but how else can we reach a world-wide
population and keep our margins down,” she said.

“Small business doesn't have to be only New

db&sed.Youcanrunagreatglobal
business from your home or office just as easily if
you use the internet and there is so much more
potential for growth and profit.”

Maree still works part-time in her day job —
her c(t:ihange Your Spots business coaching
practice.

But coaching herself through a business start
upinanewindustryhasbeenanmteresﬂng
challenge. There was a long search for a New
Zealand company to manufacture her swimwear
and sourcing fabric was also a challenge.

It took time and building upa list
before shewasablebobﬂngltalltogether.

“Being prepared to say I don’t know this, can
you help me and just not giving up are the two
most important things when startinga
like this,” Maree said. It has taken a year for
Sonsie to go live and — although it took much
longer and was much harder and more expensive
than she would have thought possible — Maree
said it had been the best ride of her life,

“I'have learned so much and I'd do it all over
again tomorrow,” she said.

“Now that it’s live, I'm going to see what phase
two brings I just can’t wait to see where Sonsie
takes me.”

And if you're wondering where the name
comes from, sonsie means havinga large bosom
and pleasing curves.
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