Maree Smith never planned to become a
swimwear model in her 40s but that is what
happened. This is her story.
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Successful, she hated her working life. So... she

made the decision to change careers. She sold

the houses, took time out and developed a
business coaching practice.

n 2004 Maree was working as a self-
employed HR contractor and had seven
houses in a residential property business.

She found that work very enjoyable.

Coaching herself through a business

start up in a new industry was an

interesting challenge. The training that she

did along the way was fantastic for both her professional and

personal lives, and she was able to see the results of her work as

her coaching clients became more successful and happy in their

careers and businesses. She still works part-time in the Change Your

Spots business coaching practice, but has now limited that work to
Wednesdays only, in 2008.

As Maree worked in this positive environment she found that
her creativity started to come back. She started making her own
clothes (after a break of about 20 years) and thinking about her
earliest career dream, which was to be involved in the apparel
industry. She was helping other people to develop their businesses
and it was time to practice what she was preaching. She was also
conscious that as a coach she could only ever sell her time, and
what she really wanted was a product business. Then the annual
swimsuit problem came around again...

Every woman who has boobs that are a D+ knows that you
cannot walk into an ordinary shop and find a full range of bikinis
and swimsuits. A lot of people don't like the swimsuit-buying
process - ill-fitting garments in ghastly changing rooms - but it is
much worse for bigger breasted women.

According to recent surveys, 30-40% of western women have
a bra size that is over the D-cup. But walk into a swimwear store
anywhere and the choice for these women is limited if existent at
all."It’s not a good feeling. Surely we are not that unusual?” So after
years of frustration trying to buy swimwear that fits and flatters,
Maree has designed and manufactured her own.

The basic criteria for the design of her Sonsie
swimwear range were:

1 Flexible sizing. There are only two sizes: Small (approx NZ 10-12)
and Average (approx NZ 14-18). All the swimwear pieces are






